The Downfall of Oates
But at noon on Friday, February 6th, 1685, Charles
passed away, James came to the throne and at once began
that campaign against the Protestant religion and the
enemies of the Roman Catholics which he had been secretly
maintaining for so many years. That a man of his type
should desire to wreak his immediate vengeance upon
Titus Oates was obvious and natural. Oates had un-
doubtedly unmasked the plot. He had discovered Coleman,
the Duke's secretary, and brought him to justice, and had
cleared the country of many Jesuit emissaries. A wiser
ruler would have left Oates where he was. For to many
thousands of simple Englishmen, who dreaded Roman
dominion, Oates was still " the saviour of the nation."
But the martyrdom of a popular hero is the hall-mark of
incompetence in a ruler. And to place personal hate and
spite before social advantage ultimately ensures the destruc-
tion of the ruler who resorts to such folly. If history were
to be written in the form of Leading Cases, James IIJs
Case would, I think, be chosen to illustrate this principle.
It was his Herodian delight in cruelty and massacre, and
his lack of humour in applying these stimuli to the con-
version of his fellow-men, that brought about his ruin.
One cannot blame the Jesuits for their joyful energy
in collecting witnesses against their hateful enemy, and so
eagerly was all this done that the first indictment for perjury
against Oates was ready for hearing by Jeffreys by May 8th,
1685. On this he was tried and found guilty, and a second
indictment was tried the next day with similar result.
There was evidence on which it was reasonable to
convict Oates, but he put up a brave and energetic defence,
sticking to the truth of his utterances, and prophesying
that in due course the truth of his stories of Jesuit
conspiracies would be made manifest. Jeffreys evidently
enjoyed his task of trying the cases, and treated his big
fish with sporting respect, allowing him a good deal of
play. At times he reviled him, it is true, but Oates gave
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